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regret having given currency in this country to what
turns out to be an untrue statement published in the
United States regarding the work of a charming and
conscientious American colleague.

T urn Sir. vours fait,hfnllv.

Liverpool, Dec. 20th, 1921. W. BLAIR BELL.

ENCLOSURE.

Copy of a letter from Dr. Dougal Bissell, 219, West 79th-
street, New York, dated Dec. 1st, 1921.

MY DEAR DR. BELL,-I am sending you a letter received
from Dr. Vineberg on the question of my " 75 per cent.
mortality " in the operation of interposition of the uterus
for the cure of procidentia uteri, cystocele, &c. The
letter speaks for itself, and I would be greatly obliged if you
would have the error in your article, which, as you appreciate,
places me in a most uncomfortable position, corrected in
THE LANCET. A few words from you would be to a better
purpose than any public statement I could make. The
simple fact is that I have done comparatively few inter-
position operations, but I have never had a death, nor do I
know of a death following this operation in the hands of
any of my friends.

Cordially and sincerely yours,
(Signed) DOUGAL BISSELL.

Copy of a letter from Dr. Hiram N. Vineberg to Dr. Dougal
Bissell, dated Nov. 23rd, 1921.

DEAR DR. BISSELL,&mdash;In your letter of the llth instant you
draw my attention to a quotation by Dr. Blair Bell, in a
paper in THE LANCET from a statement I made, in a dis-
cussion of a paper by Dr. George Gray Ward, Junr., on the
problem of cystocele in the American Jourraal of Obstetrics
and Gynecology, 1919, lxxix., p. 677. I stated you had a
mortality of something like 75 per cent. in following the
method described by F. F. Simpson of reducing the size of
the uterus when it was too large to be adaptable for inter-
position, and that you had abandoned the method as well
as I had myself, on account of the dangerous suppuration
that attended it.

I made the statement in good faith, having in mind the
-paper entitled A Subtotal Hysterectomy, &c., I heard you
read at the meeting of the American Gynecology Society held
at Pittsburgh, Pa., May 31st, June 1st and 2nd, 1917. My
recollection of it was that in seven cases you had five deaths.
This was firmly imbedded in my memory, as it was in that
of another colleague who heard your paper and to whom I
have spoken on the subject recently.

Since receiving your letter I have, for the first time, read
your paper as published in the Transactions of the Society
for the year 1917. I saw then how I must have gained the
erroneous impression. In it you state than in seven cases
the indications for the operation were fibroid of the uterus,
procidentia, and cystocele. That evidently impressed me
as the number of cases in which the uterus was enlarged, and
its reduction in size indicated. Further, you state that
serious infection occurred in five of the cases.
Through faulty hearing, enhanced by poor acoustics,

which most of our meeting rooms have, I must have under-
stood you to state that you had had five deaths in the series
in which the uteri were enlarged by fibroid condition, and
had to be reduced in size. Of this I am certain, I carried
away with me the idea that out of seven cases you had had
five deaths. Hence the statement of something like 75 per
cent. mortality.
But on a careful reading of your paper I find that the

operation had been performed upon 34 cases and that in
the series there were five serious infections with only one
death. The mortality rate, therefore, for the entire series
was only 3 per cent. instead of the " something like 75 per
cent." I am greatly chagrined with myself for the egregious
misconception I gained from listening to the reading of
your paper. Please accept my most sincere apology for the
error and for the injustice unwittingly done you. It shows
very forcibly how unsafe it is to rely solely upon conceptions
gained from hearing a paper read. As far as I know it is
the first time my hearing has played me such an unfortunate
trick.

I can only say the incident has taught me a very striking
lesson, from which I hope to benefit in the future. I sincerely
hope my confessed and deeply regretted error will receive
.as much publicity as the original statement.

Verv sincerelv vours.
(Signed) HIRAM N. VINEBERG.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN MAURITIUS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;With reference to the notes on 
" Influenza in

Mauritius " in THE LANCET of Oct. 1st, Mr. A. F. Fokeer
is wrong in exonerating .the Indians from a share in

the insanitary condition of the island. The majority
of the Indian population of Mauritius are coolies, with
no idea of sanitation whatever. On the sugar estates
they live in thatched huts built in crowded " camps."
There is no drainage; ’the water-supply is taken
from the nearest polluted stream and conveyed to the
estate in open canals, in which soiled linen is washed
and in which every one bathes as he pleases. On
the estate the water is distributed by means of smaller
open canals, which also serve the purpose of open
sewers.

This was the state of affairs on sugar estates when
I lived in the island many years ago, and I am told
that things are still in the same condition. In the
smaller towns and villages the same conditions obtain,
and even Port Louis, the capital, is notorious for its
evil smell, especially in the slums, though of late
some efforts have been attempted to improve matters.
Port Louis and Curepipe, however, have a good
water-supply.
The Board of Health of the island imposes stringent

regulations regarding the vessels that visit the island
from foreign countries, especially India, but the
antiquated measures adopted to deal with infected
ships are the talk of the shipping world. Epidemic
disease in any port of the world seldom fails to
visit the island in its worst form. At present, it
appears, there is an epidemic of enteric fever.

I am Sir vours faithfully

C. L. D’AVOINE, M.D Brux.
Byculla, Bombay, Oct. 21st, 1921.

Obituary.
JOHN ELLIOTT, M.D., B.S., F.R.C.P. LOND.,

F.R.C.S. ENG., B.Sc.,
CONSULTING PHYSICIAN TO THE CHESTER ROYAL

INFIRMARY.

LAST week we recorded the untimely death of Dr.
John Elliott, who occupied a distinguished position as
physician-consultant in Chester and North Wales.
Born in 1861, Dr. Elliott was educated at Owens
College, Manchester, and St. Bartholomew’s Hospital,
and graduated in two faculties of the University of
London, becoming B.Sc. with honours in 1880 and
M.B., also with high honours and a gold medal, in
1885 ; he also obtained the gold medal in the examina-
tion for the B.S. in 1886. Dr. Elliott proceeded
further to equip himself with the highest qualifications
open to a member of the profession in both of its main
branches, being elected to the Fellowship of the Royal
College of Physicians of London (1886) and that of
the Royal College of Surgeons of England (1908). He
held the post of house surgeon at his teaching hospital,
and then became resident surgical officer at the Bir-
mingham General Hospital. He was later elected a
physician on the staff of the Chester Royal Infirmary,
and then settled permanently in consulting practice in
Chester. His advice was eagerly sought throughout
North Wales, and he was always a source of help to his
junior colleagues at the Chester Royal Infirmary. Dr.
Elliott’s services to the community were not confined
to his medical activities. He was a member of the
Chester City Council from 1895 to 1898, and from 1913
he was a member of the Commission of the Peace
for Chester, while he was an active member of the
Chester Agricultural Society. During the war Dr.
Elliott rendered valuable services, and for this work
he received the O.B.E. His recent protest made in
the High Court against the disclosure of confidential
information in certain circumstances, as between
patient and doctor, will be fresh in the memory of
many of our readers. He took a keen interest in the
applications of optics to colour photography, in the
practice of which he was an adept artist. In him the
medical profession has lost an accomplished and all-
round exponent of our science and art.
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HARRY LITTLEW’OOD, C.M.G., F.R.C.S. ENG.,
LATE PROFESSOR OF SURGERY IN THE UNIVERSITY

OF LEEDS ; LATE LT.-COL., R.A.M.C.

IT is with great regret that we record the death in
his sixty-first year of Colonel Littlewood, which took
place suddenly at Erpingham Lodge, Aylsham,
Norfolk. At the age of about 53, Mr. Littlewood
found the demands of an extensive consulting surgical
practice too much for his strength, and he decided to
retire and to settle in his native county of Norfolk,
where he had purchased a small estate and where it
was hoped that, fond of country life as he was, he
would have many years to enjoy his well-earned
retirement. This was about 16 months before the
outbreak of hostilities and the war saw him back at
once at the scene of his former labours, for he had in
1908 accepted a commission as Lieut.-Col. in the
R.A.M.C.(T.) on the staff of the Second Northern
General Hospital. Acting first as officer-in-charge of
the surgical section, and very soon as Administrator
in succession to Colonel Dobson, whose serious but
happily temporary illness laid him aside for some time,
he stuck to his work till, after the peace, the hospital
was transferred to the Ministry of Pensions. Then
for the second time he left Leeds, having during the
strenuous years of the war shown marked powers of
organisation, the keystone to a life of great usefulness.

Trained as a student at University College, London,
where he was awarded the Atkinson-Morley scholarship
in Surgery, he took the Fellowship of the Royal College
of Surgeons of England, and was elected resident surgical
officer to the General Infirmary- at Leeds in 1886.
From the beginning of his career in Leeds it was clear
that he was destined to make his mark. He at once
became popular with the staff, with his resident
colleagues, and with the students, to the instruction
of whom he devoted much time. Many improvements
in dressings and in surgical technique owe their
introduction to the Infirmary to his initiative, and
the position of resident surgical officer was never
more worthily filled than during his tenure of office.
Shortly after he left the Infirmary and started as a
consultant in surgical work he was elected assistant
surgeon to the Infirmary. This was in the year 1890 ;
after six years on the assistant staff he was promoted
to the full staff and had charge of beds for 17 years.
Though he had not felt able to complete the term of
20 years, which in Leeds is the limit imposed upon
the members of the full staff, he was, on the recom-
mendation of the Board, elected a consulting surgeon
by the managers of the Infirmary. He received
the honorary degree of M.Sc. in the new Univer-
sity of Leeds, and later was appointed Professor of
Surgery.
One who knew him well, was one of his resident

colleagues, and was closely associated with him
throughout the whole of his life in Leeds, writes as
follows : "As a teacher Littlewood was eminently
successful ; his knowledge was extensive and sound,
his mind was clear and logical, his sympathies were
wide and sincere. It was no wonder that he was
popular with the students and that they trusted.and
respected him. He brought to bear upon his surgical
work those gifts of skill, patience, judgment, and
humanity which are all essential for true greatness in
surgery. I would venture to say that his chief
characteristics as a surgeon were indomitable perse-
verance, reasonable optimism, and imaginative faculties
regulated and restrained by wise caution. Trusted
by those who called him in consultation, he soon
developed a large consulting practice, and he main-
tained and increased the reputation for surgery which
has been enjoyed by Leeds for so many years. As a
man he was absolutely straight, loyal to those with
whom or under whom he worked, as well as courteous
and fair to those who worked under him. His death
leaves a blank in the minds of a large circle of friends
both in the profession and among the members of the
general public. He served the Infirmary and the
University with single-minded honesty of effort and
placed both institutions under a deep debt of
gratitude."

The Services.
ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.

Surgn. Lieut. H. F. Stephen to be Surgn. Lieut.-Comdr.
The following appointments have been notified :-

Surgn. Comdrs. : F. C. B. Gittings to Repulse H. P. Jones
to Victory, addl., for R.N. Barracks, Portsmouth ; A. H. H.
Vizard to Dryad (Navigation School) ; S. Roach to President,
addl., for R.N. College and Hosp. School, Greenwich;
R. S. Osborne to Orion P. H. M. Star to President, addl.,
for R.N. Recruiting H.Q. ; N. H. Harris to Crescent, for
Rosyth Dockyard ; L. M. Morris to Woolwich (temp.) ;
W. E. Gribbell to Vivid, for Devonport Dockyard ; W. H.
Hastings to Inconstant; ; W. H. Pope to President, addl.,
for recruiting duties, Southampton ; R. J. Mackeown to
VerMOK and D. H. C. Given to Victory, for R.N. Barracks,
Portsmouth, on technical staff of Commander-in-Chief, as
Naval Health Officer. 

-

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
J. 0 Cuthbertson, late Capt., R.A.M.C., T.F., to be

Temp. Capt.
Maj. R. J. Cahill relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt.-Col.
Capt. C. H. Stringer relinquishes the temp. rank of Maj.
Temp. Capts. relinquishing their commns. and retaining

the rank of Capt. : H. P. Hodge and H. J. Brink.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

Capt. P. B. Spurgin to be Maj.
Maj. F. G. Hobson to be Lt., and relinquishes the rank

of Maj.
Capt. R. L. Williams, from 5th Bn., Welch R., to be

Capt.
Capt. W. A. Robertson, from T.A. Res., to be Capt.
Lt. A. S. L. Malcolm to be Capt.
Lt. J. Bowen-Jones (late R.A.M.C.) to be Lt.
Capt. M. T. G. Clegg resigns his commn. and retains the

rank of Capt.
The undermentioned officers, having attained the age limit,

are retired and retain their rank except where otherwise
stated: Lt.-Cols. C. A. Goullet, J. W. Nicholson, and
D. Smart (granted the rank of Col.), with permission to
wear the prescribed uniforms. Majs. J. Cameron, V. Graham,
D. A. Hughes, J. P. Brown, S. F. Barber, H. Stallard, and
R. P. Ryan. Majs. (Bt. Lt.-Col.) H. W. Laing and P. B.
Spurgin (retain the rank’ of Maj.). Capts. (Bt. Maj.)
A. A. Jubb and A. Ricketts (granted the rank of Maj.).
Capts. T. N. Thomas, J. R. Garrood, F. F. C. Jagger, R. L.
Wood, H. W. Godfrey, T. R. W. Atkins, G. Higginson, and
J. A. Parsons.

Capt. J. M. Kirkness relinquishes his commn. and retains
his rank.

Supernumerary for Service with O.T.C.-Capt. A. E. Webb-
Johnson, from Genl. List, R.A.M.C., T.A., to be Maj. for
service with the Med. Unit of the Lond. Univ. Cont., Sen.
Div., O.T.C. -

ROYAL AIR FORCE.
The undermentioned Flight-Lieuts. are granted permanent

commns. : W. F. Wilson, P. A. Hall, H. B. Troup, E. G.
O’Gorman, and T. J. X. Canton.

INDIA AND THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
Maj. S. S. Broome, professor of surgery, and Maj. J. J.

Harper Nelson, professor of m3J,eria medica, have each been
granted eight months’ combined leave. Dr. H. Roberts
has been appointed temporarily as Civil Surgeon, Khasi
and Jhantia Hills, vice Maj. L. B. Scott, granted leave.
Lieut.-Col. H. M. Mackenzie, of the Medical College, Lahore,
has been granted one year’s leave, and Lieut.-Col. F. A. F.
Barnado, of the Medical College, Calcutta, four months’
leave. Maj. E. C. Hodgson off ciates as Assistant Director-
General, I.M.S., at Simla.

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH.-The
annual Congress will be held at Plymouth from May 31st to
June 5th. Lord Fortescue will preside and the Congress
will be conducted in four sections :-Sect. I., State
Medicine and Municipal Hygiene. President : Dr. D.
Llewelyn-Williams. Sect. II., Naval, Military, and Air.
President : Surgeon Rear-Admiral Sir Daniel McNabb.
Sect. III., Bacteriology and Biochemistry. President:
Prof. J. Martin Beattie. Sect. IV., Women and Public
Health. President : Lady Astor. The Harben lectures
will be delivered during the meeting by Dr. T. Madsen,
Director of the State Serum Institute, Copenhagen. Further
information may be obtained from the offices of the Institute,
37, Russell-square, London, W.C. 1.


